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By TOMMYE 8. BURTON
Brentsville’s historic past will

" Brentsville Courthouse
Has New Role in County

Brentsville Courthouse
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All three buildings bave been  lenance fund,
reroofed with galvanized metal to  When Judge James Bankhead

bly coexist with y
America when the er ot

p further water damage and to Thornton died in 1918, he left part of his

lhnmmpl-hmhredul center
for recreational activities.

Built in 1822, the Flemish bond red
brick Brentsville Courthouse was the
fourth of five Prince William County
seats, It stands imposingly on 10 ver-
dant acres with a brick jail of the same
era and a quaint, white frame
schoolhouse built early in the 1900s,

The buildings have deteriorated with
the passage of lime, and their use has
diminished with the years. But that will
all change with a mgjm- restoration
project begun this wﬁns by the
counl.yl department of parks and
vR_... tion of the little sehoolh is
nearly complete, Ultimately, it will be
| the focal point;for youth activities.
Meanwhile,
headquarters for a county- sponsored
summer day camp.

The courlhouse itself has been
completely cleaned on the inside and is
designated for use as a community
meeting house. Interior improvements
are still required. An application of
waterproof coating on the brick ex-
terior will prevent further interior
damage.

The Community Mental Health and
Mental Retardation Services (Chapter
10) Board has offices in the old jail. Its
renovation is scheduled when Lhe
Chapter 10 Board relocates Lo offices in
the new Didlake School under con-
struction near Manassas Park.

A family of black snakes which feeds
on roosting birds in the ceiling of the old
jail will be relocated when the prison is
repaired.

The historic recreation project is
estimated to take three lo five years lo

it is being used as

tuale the sound of singing rain- property for a public
Construction

wheelchairs. Braille markers will allow umam!lw,mdﬁ Paul
the blind to identify flora and type ride to Manassas
y significant areas. alarm that saved the

The old Brentsville well, the public At one time 1
water source, will regain & well house raised $600 o
and a swinging bucket, A fence and supervisors to
turnstile once located on the property funds to repair the old
will be rebuilt. Ghosts may huunt "-‘Thsonnrl.lwlue'
reconstructed gallows. * a schoolbetween 1893

Brentsville Courthouse was lhe tresses were !
scene of two recorded hangings. In 1941, Periodically, |
1850 Agnes, a county slavewoman, Was public meeting place. In i
hung for the murder of her masler, was used as Didlake School
- Gerard Mason of Woodbridge. Retarded Children.

Twenty- five years later, history  Through the years the School
recorded the hanging of Jesse Fouks, a and Boards of Supervisors have
freedman. When he was caught stealing pointed commillees to
food, Fouks confessed lo murdering complex.

Mr. and Mrs. Jeremiah Herndon and a The current commitiee mmhus.
little black boy, Addisap Russell Maureen Patina, Agnes Webster,
Parks and recreation would like to LaVerne Flory, Jean Dunn and
acquire property adjacent to the Counts, will advise parks and
courthouse complex for a small picnic recreation, which uqul.ted the
area and wooded buffer zone. Altempls prr.q)crl,y by supervisor resolution in

to contact W. H. Breeden, the owner of April,

the property known as Tavern Square, This new concepl In recreational
have been futile. He is reportedly in planning is a bonus for taxpayers. Tax
Florida. dollars are used lo provide recreation

Over the years a number of in- while preserving the county's historical
terested persons have altempted to heritage. History shows it is unused
insure the survival of the Brentsville buildings that collapse.
complex, abandoned in 1893 when the  Only recreation which is com-
county seal was moved to Manassas. patible with the historic past at
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A lawsuit produced a $4,500 main- Brentsville will be permitted.
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